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To Mr. Mizzs P. Squier, Clergyman,Buf- 
falo. 

Sir—I am constrained to make a few re- 
marks on the subjects, which have been ad- 
dressed to you inthe /dvocate, together 
with your reservedness as to an answer. 

The author of the three letters is a per- 
son with whom I am well acquainted, and 
I am inclined to believe him sincere. He 
is not satisfied with your explanation of the 
parable of the wheat and tares ; he has as- 
signed the reasons of his dissatisfaction, and 
has requested, of you, some further instruc- 
tion on that subject. His letters were exam- 
ined before their publication, and were con- 
siaered as a modest request to you, as to 
one, whois set for the defence of the gos- 
pel ; wishing for further light. 

I have always believed, that preachers of 
the gospel ought so far to imitate Christ 
their head and pattern, as to have compas- 
sion on the ignorant, and those who are out 
ofthe way. This was one great part ofthe 
work of Jesus Christ oa earth, viz. to in- 
struct the ignorant, and, especialy, those, 
who were wilfully settled in ignorance.— 
Sincere inquirers after truth were never, by 
Jesus Christ or his apostles, sentaway with- 
out instruction. 

I acknowledge, that the person request- 
ing the above favors of you, is a universa- 
list, and believes that God only (not the 
devil) is the former of the bodies of all men, 
and the father of their spirits ; that his love 
was great in their creation ; wonderful in 
their preservation ; and passing all under- 
standing in their final bliss. 

I have now confessed the sentiments of 
the writer of the three letters directed to 
yourself, and have given my opinion with 
respect to his object in writing ; that it was 
a desice for information. 

Sir, it will unavoidably appear to me as 
@ new «ra in christianity, if instruction be 
refused him, in consequence of his present 
opinion. 

You endeavor to persuade mankind, that 
your’s, to the exclusion of our’s, is the faith 
which was once delivered to the saints ;— 
consequently, that the doctrine of universal 
galvation is a great and dangerous error. 

I would ask, is not.it your duty to con- 





tend earnestly for your faith, which, you 
say,is that which was delivered to the saints? 
and when you so often mention, in your 
preaching and conversation, to your own 
people, how erroneous and dangerous the 
doctrine of universal salvation is, and here- 
by create and confirm prejudices in the 
minds of neighbors and families against each 
other ; is not it a little remarkable that you 
should refuse all instruction to one of these 
erroneeus persons, when he modestly and 
sincerely requests it? E think, sir, that this 
is utterly a fault among you. 

Did not our Saviour instruct all classes of 
men? The self-righteous, the hypocrite,the 
impure and profane ? Wasnot his business 
with sinners ? With the chief of sinners ? 
Did not he come to seek and save that 
which was lost ? Did not Paul dispute daily 
in the school of one Tyrannus ? and was 
not it enjoined upon preachers and chris- 
tians, generally, to contend earnestly for 
the faith ? 

Why then js it, that the U niversalists, of 
whom it is pretended, that they are the 
most abandoned, and under the power of 
the most dangerous errors, and yet can obe 
tain no instruction from those, whose pro- 
fessed business itis togive such instruction? 
Is it because they are unworthy of notice ? 
Will you, sir, say this? Whoever should 
make this assertion ; of them, it might, 
with justice be said, that ‘he,’ never, *s0 
learned Christ.’ An excellent employment, 
indeed, for a clergyman, who is honorably. 
supported, to neglect a considerable share 
of his flock because they are unworthy of 
his notice. 

But, sir, we believe better things of you, 
than to impute to you sucha declaration, al- 
though such declarations have, no doubt, 
been made. 

But without stating our reasons for your 
silence, (and it ts impossible to suppose, 
you refuse to act without some motive, ) we 
will only advert to some of the consequences, 
which will unavoidably follow from holding 
your peace. Your good sense and your ac- 
quaintance with mankind, will excite you 
to anticipate these consequences. 

Guilt will stare you in the face,if you 
despise your byethren ; ehame will be your 
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? inabili d bless Sea 
companion, if you feel an inability to an- | and bless us—and may he by the influence 
swer ; and anxicty, that bane ot human fe- | of his holy spirit purify our hearts by the sa. 
licity, will be your attendant, 1 you find cred fire of divine love, and enable us to 
your popularity declining, and your influ- | discriminate between truth and error. And 
ence fading away. may we at all times and in every situation 

Sir, we do not urge any man to answer) In life realize that every favor and blessing 
us in such cases : but we are sure, that ev-| we may enjoy both spiritual and temporal] 
ery person will think himself at liberty to| are from the beneficent hand of our heayen- 

b4 r\Noa Tw The © , . 
impute your silence to what motive he plea-|ly Father. ‘Then shall we be constrained 
ond " to say from the fulness of our hearts that it 

r e a. “nyt +e y Oo Tad a , © 

The utmost fairness, shall be observed, is the goodness of God that leadeth to re. 
together with the columns ol the Advocate | pentance,’ Phat “ he is good unto all and 
at your service, if you see fit to answera that wis tender mercies are over all his 

7 Ba ah be wnrize 72 l ne , 0 > Fy 
brother, who wants instruction. WOrKS. a es, my brethren, if our hearts 

T have not refused to give you the title of | are right In the sight ol God, our createst 
reverend, because i disrespect you, but happiness will consist in contemplating Ups 
purely from a belief that itought to be giv-| on the unbounded goodness of God, and in 
en to none but God himself. Holy aud rev- celebrating redeeming love. It will then 
ercnd, ishisname ; but not ours.—kLprror. be “ our meat and our drink to do the will 

of our heavenly Father,” to implore hls di- 

For the Gospel Advocate. vine aid in all our lawful and honorable un- 

a - ry ° . 

TO ALL BELIEVERS IN UNIVERSAL SAL-|dertakings. Then and not till then, can it 


VATION. be truly said, that the “law of the spirit of 
Brevuren, life in Christ Jesus, hath made us free from 


We who believe in God’s impartial grace | the law of sin and death.” But it is to be 
and love, and in the final salvation of all} fcared, my brethren, that there are too ma- 
men, ought always to realize that we are|ny who call themselves ‘ Universalist, that 
under the strongest obligations tolove, obey | have not been renewed in the spirit of their 
and adore him, and to “ lead peaceable and | minds or passed from death unto life, but 
quiet lives in all godliness and honesty.’’—| are in a state of unreconciliation to God and 
And as we believe and teach, “ that itis the} his Christ. That their goodness and reli- 
goodness of God that leadeth to repen-| gion hath been like a morning cloud and 
tance,” (and not his wrath as many erro-| the early dew which soon passeth away.— 
neously suppose,) and that, “we love him} May all such realize that they are moral a- 
because he first loved us,” we ought tokeep| gents, and as snch are accountable ioa 
inviolate all his commandments, for “in| heart searching God for all their conduct, 
keeping his commandments there is great] and will stand justified or condemned at the 
reward: And may we ever remember, that] tribunal of unbiased justice. It is therefore 
one of the divine injunctions is “ remember | of the first importance that vou examine 
the sabbath day to keep it holy.” And] your own hearts and ask the following ques 
“he who knoweth his master’s will and do-|tions. Am [I truly and sincerely religious ? 
eth it not shall be beaten with many stripes,” | Have I passed from moral death to spirit 
for “God will reward every man according | al life? Do Ff sincerely love the brethren? 
to the deeds done in the body, whether they | Is the love of God thé yoverning principle 
be good or whether they be evil.” Let us| of my life? Do I delight in doing his holy 
my brethren be extremely careful—that we} will? Do I commune with him from day 
do not on any occasion take the name of the | to day in the exercise of prayer, praise and 
Lord our God in vain, “the Lord will not} thanksgiving ? 
hold him guiltless who taketh his name in} You who cannot answer the above ques- 
vain.” His most sacred and holy name we | tions in the affirmative, I will address in the 
ought never to mention but with that rever-} words of the ship master to Jonas, “ Whe 
ential awe which is due from a creature to; meanest thou, O sleeper ? Arise, call upen 
his Creator. It is also our duty my breth-| thy God, ifso be that God will think upon 
ren to be punctual in assembling ourselves | us, that we perish not.” O may God, who 
in our stated meetings for public worship, | appeared unto his servant Moses in a flame 
there to humble ourselves before Almighty | of fire, out of the midst of a bush, be gra- 
God, and “ worship him in spirit and in| ciously pleased to “ enkindle in your hearts 
truth.” And may the Lordsour God, who} a flame of devotion to him, love to each 
searches the most secret recesses of our) er, and charity to all mankind,” that you 
thoughts be graciously pleased to meet with, may become humble and devoted followers 
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of the blessed Jesus, who has so frequently 
been wounded in the house of his pretend- 
ed friends. And you my brethren, who 
have named the name of Christ the Lord, 
take heed to your ways,and always act with 
asingle eye to the glory of God, and the 
honor of his church, and let your light so 
shine before others, that they secing your 
-good works, may be led to glorify the God 
of heaven. M. 





To the Rev. Mites P. Squier, of Buffalo. 


Sin: Your persevering silence upon the 
subject of my recent inquiries renders it ne- 
cessary for me again to call upon you for 
assistance, in understanding the Parable of 
the Wheat and Tares. ‘The public are 
genera!ly aware, that on the 12th October 
last you preached a discourse upon the sub- 
ject of that parable, at the Presbyterian 
meeting house in this village. It is also 
well known, that on the 17th of the same 
month, I addressed to you, through the col- 
uns of this paper, a number of respectful 
inquiries upon the subject of the opinions 
you held in that sermon. ‘To these you did 
not reply, although you were expressly in- 
formed that the editor of this paper would 
gladly publish such reply, as you should see 
fitto make. Astonished at the silence of 
one who, I thought, was bound by his duty 
as well as his inclination to defend and ex- 
plain the doctrines he had taught from his 
public desk, I, on the 7th of November fol- 
lowing, repeated my urgent request, in the 
same paper, that you would favor me with 
your assistance, by giving me answers to 
the questions I had previously proposed.— 
Here, again, I was disappointed; as not a 
word was received from you in reply! © In 
the Gospel Advocate of Nov. 21st, I made 
my third appeal to you for the desired in- 
formation. ‘To this you have not answered 3 
so that you have suffered one of your hear- 
ers to remain almost two months without 
giving him answers to a few questions, sug- 
gested by your preaching! These ques- 
tions I should never have.put to you but for 
your sermon on the Parable of the Wheat 
and Tares; and how you excuse yourself 
for not replying to them is certainly more 
than I can understand. 

In looking over the “Form of Govern- 


went of the Presbyterian Church tn the U- | 


nited States of America,” 1 find, among 
the questions proposed to a candidate for 
otdination, the following article : “ Have 
you been induced as far as you know your 
own heart,to seek the office of the holy min- 


istry, from love to God, and a sincere desire 
to promote his glory: in the gospel of his 
Sonr” ‘To this the candidate is required 
to answer in the affirmative, before he can 
be ordained: of course, I am to suppose 
you did reply affirmatively to it when it was 
put to you. Allow me to ask, seriously, 
Mr. Squier, whether you suppose yourself 
actuated by love io God, when after having 
raised doubts in the mind of a hearer, by 
your preaching you refuse to answer his re- 
peated enquiries for farther information. 

Sn reading the “ Directory for the Wor- 
ship of Godin the Presbyterian Churchin 
the United States of America,’ under the 
head “ Preaching of the word,” this passage 
occurs: “ The preaching of the word being 
an institute of God,for the salvation of men, 
great attention should be paid to the man- 
ner of performing it. Every minister ought 
to give dilligent application to it; and en- 
deavor to prove himself a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed : rightly divid- 
ing the word of truth. Now, whether you 
are ashamed of having taught, publicly,that 
a created being, whom you call the devil, 
brought all the wicked part of the human 
family to this earth, and here mixed them 
wit? the righteous, whom God put here be- 
fore, I know not ; though I am led by your 
silence, to suppose you are. That it is your 
duty to answer me,is proved in the following 
passage,which I quote from the same chap- 
ter of ** Directory for Worship,” Sc. that 
contains the above caution to avoid shame. 
“ They [ministers] ought also to adorn by 
their lives, the doctrine which they teach 5 
and to be examples to the believers, in 
WORD, in conversation, in charity, in spi- 
rit, in faith, in purity.” Here, Sir, is the 
course pointed out,very clearly, for a minis- 
ter to pursue 3 and yet, although it is said 
you should be an example in word,l am un- 
able to get a single word from you ! 

Within a few days past there has been a 
subscription paper circulated among the cit- 
izens of this village to raise funds for your 
support, as a preacher. May [ be allowed 
to ask, of what service a preacher can be to 
community, when he sullenly refuses to an- 
swer doctrinal questions,put to him by those 
whose minds have been disturbed by what 
they have heard from his lips when in his 
desk? Ts such a man likely to be useful 5 
and have we sufficient inducement to part 
| with our earnings to a man, under such cir- 
/cumstances ? [J trust, Sir, you will forgive 
| me, when I state it as highly probable that 
| this very Silence of yours has contributed in 
‘ie small degree, to prevent the increase of 
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that subscrition beyond the pitifulsum which 
the paper now exhibits. 

Having called your attention to what I 
consider your duty contained in quotation, 
from a volume which you will not deny is 
binding, in its precepts, upon you. J have 
now only to refer you to that copy of the 
Gospel Advocate, which was left at your 
house, for the questions I wish frst answer- 
| ed. I say first, because I have some to put 
to you so soon as I can have my mind put 
atrest upon these. The payer containing 
these questions is dated October 17, 1525. 
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sir, you will not think me too severe in m 

‘remarks, for I am constrained to say, « }¢ 
God be true, but every mana liar.” God's 
love as well as his hatred is established on 
eternal principles of strict and impartial jus- 
tice and as “ his ways are past finding out,” 
and his purposes and designs are, to finite 
beings, incomprehensible, they ought to 
bow in humble submission to what: he has 
said and recorded in his holy word,and not 
attempt to arraign the conduct of the Al. 
‘mighty before an earthly tribunal. “ Nay 
‘but O man, who «rt thou, that repliest a- 





i 


Having performed what you teach as my 
duty, in making the necessary enquiries for 
information “ that conceras my eternal wel- 
fare,” J shall now take my leave of you, 
until, by the lapse of time I can determine 
in what manner you will be disposed to 
treat this my fourth call for your clerical 
assistance. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c. 

Il. 
Buffalo, Dec. 5, 1823. 





To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Sir—In your Advocate of the 28th ult. 
we have your “ explanation of the birth- 
right and blessing, which Jacob obtained 
from Esau ; and in what sense Jacob was 
loved, and Esau hated.” But, sir, permit 
me to inform you that your explanation has 


gainst God ? Shal! the thing formed say to 
him that formed it, why hast thon made me 
thus ?”? God looks at the hearts of the chil. 
dren of men, he searches the most seerct re- 
cesses of their thoughts, and by his impar- 
tial justice he rewards them accordingly — 
Though earthly tribunals may sometimes 
punish the innocent and clear the guilty, for 
‘want of better imformations; but not so 
with the Holy One of Israel. I shall not 
at this time take notice of what you have 
said in relation to the doctrine of election, 
&c. nor what you are pleased to call the 
belief of “ our calvinistic brethren,” but will 
give it some attention in my next letter.— 
Nor shall I attend, at present, to notice all 
that you have said on other subjects ; but 
shall put some few of your most prominent 
(and may I not say erroneous) ideas under 





eae not satisfied my mind, and I very much | examination. 

cde doubt whether you have succeeded any bet-] | You say, “ we have now described the 
a ae ter with your readers in general. Your ex-| birth-right, and in some measure, anticipat- 
ne planation, as well as your communication, |ed the blessing. It is unaccountable how 
HG, as I suggested to you ia my first letter, for | the christian world should ever have believ- 


your serious consideration, does, inmy hum- 
ble opinion, lead to infidelity ; permit me, 
in the fear and love of God, to ask you, if 
you sincerely believe, that what you have 
said on this subject is calculated to strength- 
_ en the faith of the wavering, that the holy 
scriptures were given by divine inspiration, 
and promote the cause of our dear Redeem- 
er? Ona mote mature reflection, your an- 
swer must be in the negative. It appears 
to me, that you cannot believe that Jehovah 
who is infinite in wisdom, power, goodness 
and justice, would love so vile a wretch as 
you have represented Jacob to be, and hate 
so good and virtuous aman as you attempt- 
ed to shew that Esau was. 
The Lord said, “ Jacob have I loved,but 
Esau have I hated.” But the editor of the 


Cospel Advocate has undertaken to shew 
ahat the man whom the Lord said by the 
mouth of his holy prophet, he loved 


ed that the blessing here introduced, meant 
eternal life ; and that- a forfeiture of this 
blessing, meant eternal woe. The bles- 
sing here intended was confined to favors 
here in time, and it comprehended spiritu- 
al privileges, temporal good things ; togeth- 
er with dignity and authority. God had 
promised to Abraham thatin his seed all 
the families of the earth should be blessed. 
This seed was the Messiah, which was to 
come in the line of the first-born, andofhim 
who had the blessing.” 

It is with gratitude, I acknowledge, that 
we all enjoy temporal blessings ; but do 
you not know that there isa very material 
difference between temporal and spiritual 
blessings. If I rightly understand you, 
your belief is, that to be begot in the seed of 
Abraham, is but a temporal blessing !! It 
does appear to me, sir, that you must have 
To be blessed in 


lost sight of your subject. 
Christ Jesus is life everlasting, or eternal 


life. SeeEphe.i. 3—6. Blessed be the 


Pos ms 
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was by far more wicked and cogrupt 


I hope | 


‘than the one whom he hated. 
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God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hath blessed us with all spiritual bles- 
sings, in heavenly places in Christ ; accor- 
ding as he hath chosen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy, and without blame before him in love. 
Having predestinated us unto the adoption 
of children, by Jesus Christ to himself, ac- 
cording to the good pleasure ofhis will : To 
the praise of the glory of his grace, where- 
in he hath made us accepted in the Beloved. 
You undertook to shew “in what sense 
God loved Jacob and hated Esau,” and re- 
ferred us to Malachii.5. Rom. ix. 13.— 
The burden of the word of the Lord to Is- 
rael (Jacob) by Malachi, 1 have loved you, 
saith the Lord; vet ye say, wherein hath 
thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob’s 
brother saith the Lord? yet I loved Jacob, 
and hated Esau, and laid his mountains and 
his heritage waste for the dragons of the 
wilderness, Malachii. 1—3. It was said 
unto her (Rebecca) the elder. shall serve the 
younger. As it is written, Jacob have I 
loved, but Esau have I hated. Rom. ix. 12, 
13. 

I have quoted the above passages, that the 
readers may judge of the correctness or in- 
correctness of your remarks immediately 
following your reference. You say that 
“ the love of God to Jacob, in the case be- 
fore us, was his choice, (for reasons best 
known tohimself,”) granted ; then why do 
you immediately proceed to explain what 
God’s reasons were without producing 
“thus saith the Lord.” Yourreaders will 
require better evidence in matters of so 
much importance, than your opinion unsup- 
ported by divine authority. 

Again you say, “ I conceive that Joseph 
called Barrabas, who was sirnamed Justus, 
(for whom and Matthias lots were cast,) 
was hated in as real a sense as Esau.”— 
(Where is your proof, Mr. Editor, to justi- 
fy you in making so bold an assertion, have 
you “ thus saith the Lord” to support you.) 
“* Because when the lots were cast, Matthi- 
as was elected,and Justus rejected, as to 
the apostolic office.” 

Sir, I must confess that I am not a little 
surprised,that a man of your age,experience 
and learning, should conceive that the two 
tases you have stated, bear the least com- 
parison. What evidence have you that 


Justus was not as good a christian as Mat- 
thias ? Are there not as as good christians 
who are not called and qualified to preach 
the glorious gospel of the blessed God, as 
those that are ? If your views are correct, 


Justys wes not only hated of Gad, but that 


every christian is, who has not been called 
to the ministry, in the same sense that Esau 
was, who at the time he said that he would 
slay his brother Jacob, a murderer in the 
sight of God ; as you will not deny that it is 
the intention that constitutes the crime in the 
sight of God. You say “ that you no where 
find that Esau repented, as one of your 
readers has intimated ;”” and the reason you 
give is, because “ He found no place for re- 
pentance, though he sought it carefully with 


tears. He didnot repent, though he sought 
repentance.” That is as much as to say 


that Esau did not say, that he would “slay 
his brother Jacob,” because he did not slay 
him. More on the subject of repentance 
hereafter. am, &c. 

One of your Readers. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 

Revew:.ri0n xxii. 10. 11.12. And he 
saith unto me, seal not the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book, for the time is at 
hand. He that is unjust, let him be unjust 
stil’ ; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy 
still.; and he that is righteous, let him be 
righteous still; and he that is holy, let 
him be holy still. And behold I come quick- 
ly; and my reward is with me ; to give 
every man according as his work shall be. 

It is sometimes the case that when a prop- 
osition is laid, an affirmative is not prova- 
ble; but a negative is proved with the ut- 
most certainty. Of that-kind I think is the 
proposition adduced from Revelations xxii. 
11—he that is unjust, let him be unjust still ; 
from this concluding that there is a day 
coming in which every one shall be eternal- 
ly fixed and confirmed by a act of Deity in 
the habits of justice or injustice, or holiness 
and unholiness in which he is found at that 
day. 

Now on this point let us reason together, 
from principles in which we shall all agree. 

ist. That the moral law, or laws of God, 
are obligatory on every intelligent being,and 
eternally will be—for instance, first. ‘Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and him only shalt thou serve. Con- 
sequently there never can be a.time whena 
moral intelligent can be released, or exempt 
from-that obligation. 

2d. We shall all agree in ‘this likewise ; 
that God requireth of man according to that 
which he hath, and not according to that 
which he hath not. 

Now, according to our first principle ; if 
to day the law of ‘God requires of us to be 
just; then it never can require ef us to be 





wiyust, Even the granting us a permission 
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that subscrition beyond the pitifulsum which 
the paper now exhibits. 

Having called your attention to what I 
consider your duty contained in quotation, 


from a volume which you will not deny is, 
tice and as “ his ways are past finding out,” 
and his purposes and designs are, to finite 


binding, in its precepts, upon you. J have 
now only to refer you to that copy of the 


Gospel Advocate, which was left at your , 


house, for the questions I wish frst answer- 
ed. I say first, because I have some to put 
to you so soon as I can have my mind put 
atrest upon these. The payer containing 
these questions is dated October 17, 1525. 
Having performed what you teach as my 
duty, in making the necessary enquirics for 
information “ that conceras my eternal wel- 
fare,” J shall now take my leave of you, 
until, by the lapse of time I can determine 
in what manner you will be disposed to 
treat this my fourth call for your clerical 
assistance. 
I am, Sir, yours, &c. 
II. 

Buffalo, Dec. 5, 1823. 





To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Sir—In your Advocate of the 28th ult. 
we have your “ explanation of the birth- 
right and blessing, which Jacob obtained 
from Esau ; and in what sense Jacob was 
loved, and Esau hated.” But, sir, permit 
me to inform you that your explanation has 
not satisfied my mind, and I very much 
doubt whether you have succeeded any bet- 
ter with your readers in general. Your ex- 
planation, as well as your communication, 
as I suggested to you ia my first letter, for 
your serious consideration, does, inmy hum- 
ble opinion, lead to infidelity ; permit me, 
in the fear and love of God, to ask you, if 
you sincerely believe, that what you have 
said on this subject is calculated to strength- 


_ en the faith of the wavering, that the holy 


scriptures were given by divine inspiration, 
and promote the cause of our dear Redeem- 
er? On a mote mature reflection, your an- 
swer must be in the negative. It appears 
to me, that you cannot believe that Jehovah 
who is infinite in wisdom, power, goodness 
.and justice, would love so vile a wretch as 
you have represented Jacob to be, and hate 
so good and virtuous aman as you attempt- 
ed to shew that Esau was. 

The Lord said, “ Jacob have I loved,but 
Esau have I hated.” But the editor of the 
Cospel Advocate has undertaken to shew 
dhat the man whom the Lord said by the 
mouth of his ‘holy prophet, he loved 
was by far more wicked and corrupt 


‘than the one whom he hated. I hope 
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sir, you will not think me too severe jn m 


‘remarks, for I am constrained to say, « let 
God be true, but every man a liar,” 


' God’s 
love as well as his hatred is established on 
eternal principles of strict and impartial jus- 


beings, incomprehensible, they ought to 
bow in humble submission to what- he hag 


said and recorded in his holy word, and not 
attempt to arraign the conduct of the Al. 


mighty before an earthly tribunal. “ Nay 


(but O man, who «rt thou, that repliest a. 


cainst God ? Shall! ihe thing formed say to 
him that formed it, why hast thou made me 
thus ?”? God looks at the hearts of the chi]. 
dren of men, he searches the most seeret re- 
cesses of their thoughts, and by his impar- 
tial justice he rewards them accordingly — 
Though earthly tribunals may sometimes 
punish the innocent and clear the guilty, for 


‘want of better imformations but not so 


with the Holy One of Israel. I shall not 
at this time take notice of what you have 
said in relation to the doctrine of election, 
&c. nor what you are pleased to call the 
belief of “ our calvinistic brethren,” but will 
give itsome attention in my next letter— 
Nor shall I attend, at present, to notice all 
that you have said on other subjects ; but 
shall put some few of your most prominent 
(and may I not say erroneous) ideas under 
examination. 

You say, “ we have now described the 
birth-right, and in some measure, anticipat- 
ed the blessing. It is unaccountable how 
the christian world should ever have believ- 
ed that the blessing here introduced, meant 
eternal lite ; and that- a forfeiture of this 
blessing, meant eternal woe. The bles- 
sing here intended was confined to favors 
here in time, and it comprehended spiritu- 
al privileges, temporal good things ; togeth- 
er with dignity and authority. God had 
promised to Abraham thatin his seed ail 
the families of the earth should be blessed. 
This seed was the Messiah, which was to 
come in the line of the first-born, and ofhim 
who had the blessing.” 

It is with gratitude, I acknowledge, that 
we all enjoy temporal blessings ; but do 
you not know that there isa very material 
difference between temporal and spiritual 
blessings. If I rightly understand you, 
your belief is, that to be begot in the seed of 
Abraham, is but a temporal blessing !! Ie 
does appear to me, sir, that you must have 
lost sight of your subject. ‘T'o be blessed in 
Christ Jesus is life everlasting, or eternal 


life. See Ephe.i. 36. Blessed be the 
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God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hath blessed us with all spiritual bles- 
sings, in heavenly places in Christ ; accor- 
ding as he hath chosen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy, and without blame before him in love. 
Having predestinated us unto the adoption 
of children, by Jesus Christ to himself, ac- 
cording to the good pleasure ofhis will : To 
the praise of the glory of his grace, where- 
in he hath made us accepted in the Beloved. 
You undertook to shew “in what sense 
God loved Jacob and bated Esau,” and re- 
ferred us to Malachii.3. Rom. ix. 13.— 
The burden of the word of the Lord to Is- 
rael (Jacob) by Malachi, | have loved you, 
saith the Lord; vet ye say, wherein hath 
thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob’s 
brother saith the Lord ? yet I loved Jacob, 
and hated Esau, and laid his mountains and 
his heritage waste for the dragons of the 
wilderness, Malachii. 1—3. It was said 
anto her (Rebecca) the elder. shall serve the 
younger. As it is written, Jacob have I 
loved, but Esau have | hated. Rom. ix. 12, 
13. 

I have quoted the above passages, that the 
readers may judge of the correctness or in- 
correctness of your remarks immediately 
following your reference. You say that 
“ the love of God to Jacob, in the case be- 
fore us, was his choice, (for reasons best 
known tohimself,”) granted ; then why do 
you immediately preceed to explain what 
God’s reasons were without producing 
“thus saith the Lord.” Yourreaders will 
require better evidence in matters of so 
much importance, than your opinion unsup- 
ported by divine authority. 

Again you say, “ I conceive that Joseph 
called Barrabas, who was sirnamed Justus, 
(for whom and Matthias lots were cast,) 
was hated in as real a sense as Esau.”— 
(Where is your proof, Mr. Editor, to justi- 
fy you in making so bold an assertion, have 
you “ thus saith the Lord” to support you. ) 
“* Because when the lots were cast, Matthi- 
as was elected,and Justus rejected, as to 
the apostolic office.” 

Sir, I must confess that I am not a little 
surprised,that a man of your age,experience 
and learning, should conceive that the two 
tases you have stated, bear the least com- 
parison. What evidence have you that 


Justus was not as good a christian as Mat- 
thias ? Are there not as as good christians 
who are not called and qualified to preach 
the glorious gospel of the blessed God, as 
those that are ? If your views are correct, 


Justus wes not only hated of Gad, :but that 





every christian is, who has not been called 
to the ministry, in the same sense that Esau 
was, who at the time he said that he would 
slay his brother Jacob, a murderer in the 
sight of God ; as you will not deny that it is 
the intention that constitutes the crime in the 
sight of God. You say “ that you no where 
find that Esau repented, as one of your 
readers has intimated ;”” and the reason you 
give is, because “ He found no place for re- 
pentance, though he sought it carefully with 
tears. He did not repent, though he sought 
repentance.” That is as much as to say 
that Esau did not say, that he would “slay 
his brother Jacob,” because he did not slay 


him. More on the subject of repentance 
hereafter. 1 am, &c. 
One of your Readers. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 

REVEL: TION xxii. 10. 11.12. And he 
saith unto me, seal not the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book, for the time is at 
hand. He that is unjust, let him be unjust 
stil’ ; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy 
still.; and he that is righteous, lct him be 
righteous still; and he that is holy, let 
him be holy still. And behold I come quick- 
ly; and my reward is with me ; to give 
every man according as his work shall be. 


osition is laid, an affirmative is not prova- 
ble; but a negative is proved with the ut- 
most certainty. Of that-kind I think is the 
proposition adduced from Revelations xxii, 
11—he that is unjust, Jet him be unjust still ; 
from this concluding that there is a day 
coming in which every one shall be eternal- 
ly fixed and confirmed by a act of Deity in 
the habits of justice or injustice, or holiness 
and unholiness in which he is found at that 
day. 

Now on this point let us reason together, 
from principles in which we shall all agree. 

ist. That the moral law, or laws of God, 
are obligatory on every intelligent being,and 
eternally will be—for instance, first. ‘Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and him only shaltthou serve. Con- 
sequently there never can be atime whena 
moral intelligent can be released, or exempt 
from-that obligation. 

2d. We shall all agree in ‘this likewise ; 
that God requireth of man according to that 
which he hath, and not according to that 
which he hath not. 

Now, according to our first principle ; if 
to day the law of ‘God requires of us to be 
just; then it never can require of us to be 





wnyuet, Even the granting us a permission 


It is sometimes the case that when a prop- 
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or Jicense of injustice would be contrary to 
his nature—the giving up of his law, and the 
destruction of his kingdom—for it would be 
divided against itself. 4A law demanding ho- 
liness and another requiring unholiness can 
never come from « holy unchangeable God. 
Therefore the supposition is preposterous 
and absurd. 


Tn our second principle, we agreed that 
God requireth of a man according to that 
which he hath, and not according to that 
which he hath zot. Then, whenever God 
confirms his creatures in a state of wicked- 
ness 3 and still commands them to be holy ; 
it is requiring a thing impossible : therefore, 
it is impossible that such a thing should ev- 
er take place in the immutable kingdom of 
Jehovah. 

If we agree that the laws of God are im- 
mutable ; and that he commands us to love, 
obey, be just, be clean, righteous, and holy, 
as he is holy ; what means this confusion a- 
mongst the workmen 3; that some teach that 
our unchangeable God will finally require of 
millions, tyustice, uncleanness, unright- 
eousness and unholiness! Whence this 
confusion—unless the Master of Assemblies 
is absent, or at least you are absent from 
him « nd have become citizens of Mystery 
Babylon, i,the mother of confusion,from which 
it is your wisdom to flee, that you partake 
no further of her sins, and that you receive 
not of her plagues. 

Having pointed out the absurdity and im- 
possibility of God’s giving up his law, or e- 
ver confirming any of his creatures in astate 
of wickedness and rebellion against himself; 
I shall now endeavor to point you to the 
true meaning of the 11th verse in the 22d 
chap. of the Revelations. The 10th, the 
verse preceeding reads, Seal not the sayings 
of the prophecy of this book, (that is, let 
them be open, that they who read may un- 
derstand, ) for : ie time is at hand. God 
leaves his ures in the free exercise of 
their agen ey: : and after having sct life and 
death before them and made known his will 
and ple asure’; we may understand him to 
say 5 N ow let ‘him that is unjust, be unjust 
still, if he chooses; and he that is filthy, let 
him be e filthy still, if it is his choiee—bu 
ell him, behold I come quickly, and my 
reward is with me to give every man accord- 
ing as his work shall be. 

That what is spoken of in cleventh verse 
er no reterence to the closing scene, is ev- 

ent from what is recorded in the 17th of 
a same chapter—civing after that a gene- 
ral and universal invitation to all that are 


athirst to come, and whosever will to take 
of the waters of life freely. 


S.M. ROSE, 





From the Universalist Magazine. 
A SHORT SERMON, 


“ In the last day, that great day of the 
feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, if 
any man thirst, let him come to me and 
drink.” —John vii. 37. 


There werethree yearly feasts among the 
Jews. The feast of the Passover r, instituted 
at the time the children of Israel went out of 
Egypt ; wher the angel passed over the 
houses of the children of Israel, where the 
blood of the Lamb was sprinkled, and all 
the first born of the Egyptians were slain. 
This fest was typical of Christ the Lamb 
of God, who is called our Passover, who 
was sacrificed for us; to deliver us by his 
blood from the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
This feast was observed in the beginning of 
the Jewish year, to commemmorate their 
deliverance from Egyptian bondage. 

Another feast appointed by the God of 
Israel for his people to observe, was the 
feast of Pentecost. This was kept at the 
beginning of the harvest,or first fruits,which 
they we sreto take as a thank-offering to God, 
by which the whole harvest, or lump was 
blessed.—As the scriptures observe, if the 
first fruit be holyjthe lump is also holy, — 
This feast — typical of the outpouring of 
the spirit, when the first fruits from among 
the Jews and Gentiles were gathered to the 
faith of Christ. It was at this feast of Pen- 
tecost that the holy spirit was poured out 
upon the apostles, and three thousand were 
converted under one sermon. 

The third feast was the feast of Taberna- 
cles, which was kept eight days, beginning 
and ending with the sabbath. On the last 
of these days, called in our text the great 
day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, say- 
ing, “ If any man thirst let him come tome 
si drink.” This feast was kept at the 

nd of the year, when the Jews had gather- 
pre in their harvest. At’which time they 
built booths of the branches of trees, and 
dwelt in them all the days of the feast. ‘This 
feast was typical of the ingathering of all 
nations to Chis ‘t, in the end of the world, 
when they shall all know the Lord. 

Jesus’ re and crying on this great 
day of the feast, as in our text, may teach 
that he with is in ‘th » latter ages of the world, 
more especially, call the children of men to 





embrace his free salvation ; so that all the 
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thirsty souls will come to him and drink of 
the water of life, and thirst no more after 
the unsatisfying waters of error and strife, 
but shall receive the pure water of life,which 
flows from the throne of God and the Lamb. 
He that drinketh of this water shall never 
thirst, but it shall be in him a well of wa- 
ter springing up into everlasting life. 

Wherever the gospel is preached in pu- 
rity, it may be said tliat Jesus is thereby in- 
viting the thirsty children of men to believe 
in him, that they may find rest to their souls, 
and receive the water of life, which has the 
three following excellent qualities : 1. The 
salvation of the gospel may be compared to 
water, because of its cleansing nature. The 
souls of men are defiled with sin, but this 
water of Jife cleanseth the soul from all in- 
iquity.. Thisis the fountain set open for sin 
aud uncleanness, spoken of by the prophet. 
2. Water has arefreshing quality. Sohas 
the gospel salvation. ‘Too many, however, 
like the ancient Israelites, are guilty of two 
evils ; they forsake God, the fountain of 
living waters, and hew out cisterns, broken 
cisterns, which can hold no water. The 
Psalmist expresses different feelings ; “ As 
the heart panteth after the water brooks, so, 
O Lord, our soul thirsteth for thee.” 3. 
Water has a quality to make fructful. It is 
by the rain and dew from heaven the fruits 
oifhe earth are brought forth. “ As the 
rain cometh down from heaven and water- 
eth the earth, so it shall be with God’s word, 
it shall not return void, but accomplish the 
thing whereunto it is sent.” The blessed 
fruits of the spirit are brought forth, by 
means of the waterof life, which Jesus 
gives. With joy let all come, and draw 
water from the wells of salvation. 

The souls of men are so made that they 
desiye happiness ; and allare seeking it in 
some way or other. Butnothing can so re- 
fresh, and cleanse, and make the soul fruit- 
ful in the works of righteousness, as the wa- 
ter which Christ gives those who come to 
him. 


Let us then come to Jesus, if we thirst, 
and he will give freely. For his invitation 
runs in the following manner—* whoscever 
will, Ict him take of the water of life freely.” 
This water of life, like the river which flow- 
ed out from the threshold of the Lord’s 





house, brings life wherever it comes; and 
like it, was found at first to the ancles, then | 
to the knees, then to the loins, then a river | 
to swim in, which could uot be passed over. 
So the salvation of the gospel has been | 
measured from age to age, and found deep-| 


er and deeper, until finally all flesh shall 
see this salvation of God.—Srrex Trurn. 


“ VINDICATION OF MRS. JUDSON.” 

The readers of the Magazine doubtless 
remember, that, some weeks ago, we repub- 
lished a “ Vindication of Mrs. Judson,” or 
a Statement, made by a committee of the 
Boston Baptist Association, concerning that 
lady’s dress. Our motives in republishing 
that Vindication or Statement, was to do 
justice to Mrs. Judson, and to all others 
whose concerns were aflected by the ac- 
count, which we had before republished, of 
her enormous extravagance. Such was our 


view of the characters and standing of some | 


of the gentlemen who belonged to the Com- 
mittee, that we did not so much as deliber- 
ate whether their statement was an honest 
one: We received it as such, with the ut- 
most confidence : and accordingly believed 
that the account of Mrs. Judson’s extrava- 
gance was erroneous, and that she.“ was in 
fact distinguished for the plainness and 
cheapness of her dress.” 

We now think it our duty to present our 
readers with certain statements subsequent- 
ly made, which, we think,cast rather a sus- 
picious appearance on the “ Vindication” 
published by the committee. 

Mr. Buckingham, editor of the New- 
England Galaxy, has publickly stated the 
following : 

“A member of the-committec told mc, 
during the first conversation’ Thad on the 


subject, that he knew, or understood, that’ 


she [ Mrs. J.] had an elegant and expensive 
one | Leghorn Flat] which she brought from 
New-York, and which her friends thought 
it inexpedient for her to wear in Boston 3 
and that a certain lady in Salem, whose 
name he mentioned, bought a cheaper’ cone 
for her present use.” Such is Mr. Buck- 
ingham’s statement. Ithas lain before the 
public some time and the member of the 
committee alluded to, has not, so far as we 
know, denied having said what it alleges. 
What shall we think of this ? Is. it the case 
that while Mrs. Judson had one dress “ dis- 
tinguished for plainness and cheapness,” 
she had another so elegant and expensive 
that her prudent friends would not have jt 
exhibited among us ? and had the commit® 
tec in their * Vindication,” give an account 
only of that cheaper dress, while atleast one 
ofthem was aware that she had a much 
more expensive one, of which they said 


’ 


| nothing. 
Again, Mr. Buckingham statesthat “ A 
clergyman in Essex County, who may be 


TAPED Dice 5 rice oF ee ee 


= 


vin, SESE St 





ee oo 


= 


Se oe 
—- 


mato 


Pee EC ae eee 





pers 


Pe oy agin 








Pigs Hee) 
ee He 
iS cb <0} 
ei tien 
TORY 
Be S 
ag af 
+ 6 ‘i 
ie Be. 
wa * Be 
Bide § 


eet a ae erm “ou 








$76 GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





supposed to know something of these mat- 
ters, lately remarked in a company where 
Mrs. Judson’s wardrobe was the topic of 
conversation, that for some time previous to 
her leaving the country, she had laid aside 
her expensive dress.” Mf it is a fact that 
this lady had an expensive dress which she 
did thus lay aside, it seems impossible, all 
circumstances considered, that the Commit- 
tee should be ignorant of it. 

Mr. Buckingham also states that “ A gen- 
tleman who saw her on board the ship in 
which she was going to India, declares that 
she then had on a shawl, which in his opin- 
fon, could not have cost less then 150 dol- 


~ Jars.” 


The names of all the persons alluded to 
in the above, are promised to any gentleman 
whe may feel interested enough to inquire 
for them. 

If the committee, or any individual, will 
give usan explanation of the above men- 
tioned circumstances, we shall be happy to 
publish it.—7d. 





From the Providence Journal. 


Our readers doubtless recollect the affecting 
particulars of the sufferings of a Mr. 
Brake, with his wife and child, jn a snow 
storm, as they were attempting to cross 
the Green Mountains, last winter. They 
proceeded in their sleigh till near perish- 
ing with cold, when Mr. Blake went ona 
head, on foot to seek for help and shelter ; 
but sunk under the power of frost, though 
he he was afterwards revived. His wife 
during the night froze to death ; but the 
child was found alive the next day, wrap- 
ped in the mother’s mantle; the last cir- 
cumstance occasioned the following lines 
—they appeared first in the Portland Ar- 
gus. 


Tue cold winds swept the mountain height, 
And pathiess was the dreary wild, 
And mid the cheerless hours of night, 
A mother wander’d with her child ; 
As through the drifting snow she press’d, 
The babe was sleeping on her breast. 


And colder still the winds did blow, 
And darker hours of night came on, 


And deeper grew the drifts of snow— 


Her limbs were chill’d, her strength was 
gone $ 
O ! God, she cried in accents wild, 
If f must perish-—save my child. 
She stript her mantle from her breast, 


And bar’d her bosom to the storm, 
And round the child she wrapt her vest, 





And smiled to think the babe was warm, 
With one ccld kiss, one tear she shed, 


“And sunk upon a snowy bed. 


At dawn, a traveller pass’d by, 

And saw ’neath a snowy veil— 
The frost of death was in her eye, 

Her cheek was cold,and hard,and pales 
He mov’d the robe from off the child ; 
The babe look’d up and sweetly smil’d. 





Useless Zeal.—Anselm, Bishop of Can. 
terbury, was remarkable for his zeal in the 
reformation of abuses in dress and ornament, 
There was a fashion in those days, preva- 
lent throughout Europe, both among men 
and women, to give an enormous length to 
their shoes, to draw the toe to a sharp point 
and to affix to it the figure of a’ bird’s bill, 
or some such ornament, which was turned 
upwards and which was often sustained by 
gold or silver chains tied tothe knee. The 
ecclesiastics took exception at the ornament, 
which they said was an attempt to belie the 
scripture, where it is affirmed that no man 
can add a cubic to his stature, and they as- 
sembled synods who absolutely condemned 
it. But such are the strange contradictions 
in nature! though the clergy at that time 
could overthrow thrones and had authority 
to send above a million of men on their er- 
rand to the deserts of Asia, they could nevs 
er prevail against these long pointed shoes 
—on the contrary, that caprice, contrary 
to all other modes, maintained its ground 
for many centuries, and if the clergy had 
not at last desisted from their persecution of 
it, might still have been the prevailing fash- 
ion. 

Stealing.—It is said that Cardinal Ane 
celot had such an itch for thieving, that he 
used to go into the stable and steal the oats 
from his own horses ; but his groom finding 
a person in the fact, thrashed him soundly, 
pretending that he did not know his master. 


A Polish Jew, about 40 years of age, who 
had been in England about three months, 
and who was said to be connected with 
some of the first families on the ,continent, 
was on the first Sunday in October baptiz- 
ed at the Episcopal Jews Chapel in Lon- 
don. 
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